
5/15/2016 CUNY, Cornell Tech launch women in tech initiative | Crain's New York Business

http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20160321/TECHNOLOGY/160319836/cuny-cornell-tech-launch-women-in-tech-initiative 1/1

Login

Register

Contact Us

Subscribe

Technology NEWS › TECHNOLOGY
March 21, 2016 Updated 03/21/2016

CUNY, Cornell Tech launch womenintech
initiative
Computerscience classes aimed at women will be getting a boost this fall as
CUNY launches an introductory program in partnership with Cornell Tech and
Verizon
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The tech talent pipeline has always been narrower for women than for men. That may take a long time to change, but

starting in the fall, the nation's largest public college system will be trying something different.

In partnership with Cornell Tech and Verizon, and with help from other tech companies, the City University of New York

will launch an introductory computerscience class designed to appeal to women and increase that population at the

start of the pipeline. The class is part of a wider initiative called Women in Technology and Entrepreneurship in NY, or

WiTNY, which will include internship and mentoring programs in coordination with local companies and tech leaders.

The introductory class, which Cornell Tech helped design, teaches computer science not as an abstract discipline but

as a subject that can apply to broader issues and concerns.

"If you teach computer science in a different way, you get different results," said Ann Kirschner, special adviser to the

CUNY chancellor, who has been working on the initiative on behalf of the school. "Imagine teaching robotics not for the

sake of robotics but to help with disabledaccess issues. Imagine teaching data analytics to track the path of refugees

moving from Syria to Europe."

CUNY tested the approach in a pilot program at its Macaulay Honors College in January, and within three weeks saw

student interest in computer science as a career spike 40%. In the fall, the class will roll out at four campuses—Queens

College, LaGuardia Community College, College of Staten Island and City Tech. The course, or versions of it, eventually

will be offered to all CUNY students. The overall program will also connect students with opportunities at local

companies, Kirschner said.

In addition, WiTNY will target female students before they enter college. There will be a free summer program for high

school graduates who are heading to CUNY—complete with a stipend for those who would otherwise need to work—

that will give them an introduction to product design and software development.

Kirschner stressed that being familiar with computer science was becoming essential to almost any discipline.

"We're not trying to turn out an army of coders or engineers," she said. "To be a CEO or head of a law firm or a

successful doctor is to understand how your discipline has been transformed forever by computers."

Industry executives are looking to the program to help meet their needs as demand increases for graduates familiar

with computer science.

“We can’t solve the workforce issue with literally half the team sitting on the bench," Judith Spitz, Verizon's executive

in residence at Cornell Tech, who is leading the initiative, said in a statement. "We have to be intentional and

programmatic in our efforts to incentivize and encourage undergraduate and graduate women to take advantage of the

incredible opportunities that are there for them in the tech industry and the digital economy.”
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